Ch. 1 Basic Concepts

Key Issue 2 Why Is Each Point On Earth Unique? 
Rubenstein, pp. 14-19

I. PLACE: A UNIQUE LOCATION 

1. Define place:
2. What are the three ways that geographers identify a location?  Define each.
· Names often derive from (5):

· Human actions can ______________ the characteristics of a site. 


c. 

· Useful for 2 reasons:

i.


(This is also often referred to as a place’s relative location.)

ii.

II. REGION: A UNIQUE AREA
3.  Define region:
4. Describe the two main scales to which the concept of region is applied.
5.  Define cultural landscape:
6. One contemporary approach to studying the cultural landscape is called the regional studies approach. 
a.    Geographers using the regional studies approach argue that that distinctive landscapes of 
different regions result from what two things? 

b. In your own words, what do you think Carl Sauer meant when he stated, “Culture is the agent, the natural area the medium, the cultural landscape is the result”?
7. Complete the chart below which details types of regions identified by geographers. 

	
	FORMAL REGION 
	FUNCTIONAL REGION 
	VERNACULAR REGION 

	also called 


	
	
	

	definition 


	
	
	

	Example(s)

	
	
	


III.  CULTURE REGIONS
8. Define culture:
9.  The word culture, based on its Latin origins, refers to what two meanings?  Give examples of each.


a.

b.

10.  When geographers refer to developed and developing countries and regions (also called MDCs—more- developed countries and LDCs—less-developed countries).  Give some key differences.
a. Developed (MCDs):

b. Developing (LDCs):

11. How does a geographer conclude that two (or more) phenomena are “spatially associated,” that is, that they bear some sort of cause and effect relationship? 

