
 

 
 
Welcome to AP English Language and Composition, Scholars!  
 
This will be one of the most challenging and most difficult courses you will take in your high 
school career; however, it will also be one of the most rewarding and beneficial courses of your 
high school career. Regardless of what your future major will be, you will be able to employ the 
three various styles of essays in your college courses ranging from Literature to Biology to 
Psychology. As the title implies, we will focus on how non-fiction writers use language in their 
writing. Remember, everything's an argument. Everything. The course will mold you into strong 
writers and get people to not only see your point of view but also agree with your point of view. 
While the bulk of the work will be done in class, you are responsible to do work outside of class 



as well - such as finishing up essays, finishing reading the text, and memorizing your rhetorical 
devices.  
 
Expectations 

●​ This course is a college-level style course; therefore, you are expected to always be 
prepared and be active learners. 

●​ Do not be afraid to make mistakes.  
●​ Most importantly, be mindful of others. 

 
Summer Assignments 

1.​ Task #1: Summer Reading 
Select a text from the list above, buy it, and then read it.  Please make sure that your copy 
is a hardcopy, not a digital copy, nor audiobooks. While reading, please annotate the text 
either with sticky notes or write right in your book.  You should have at least two to three 
annotations per chapter and your annotations should address some of these questions: 

●​ Why did the author decide to write this book (exigence)? 
●​ What is the author’s argument/message in the chapter?  
●​ Who is the primary audience the author is writing to? 
●​ What did you find compelling or interesting in the chapter and why? 
●​ What is the author’s primary argument in the text? Are there any secondary 

arguments you see them making? 
●​ How does the author use rhetorical strategies (logic, emotion, etc.) to convince 

their audience of their argument? 
●​ What is the tone of the book? Note changes throughout the text. 
●​ What part of this book do you not agree with?  
●​ Whose perspective is left out in the book?  
●​ Make connections! Does any part of this book remind you of anything else you 

have read, seen, watched, or listened to? 
 
* PLEASE NOTE- You will be required to write a summer essay the very first day of 
class using your text. Upon leaving the class, you will be required to turn in your text.  
Your essay will be graded and you will get credit for your 30 annotations. Please use this 
table for your annotations. No exceptions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_QZCi1rB5sfQERYc-HPSZVYb5sDaBZPZBAdkkkLxZN0/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_QZCi1rB5sfQERYc-HPSZVYb5sDaBZPZBAdkkkLxZN0/copy


 
2.​ Task #2: New York Times : Room for Debates  

For this section, you will be responsible for reading and responding to three editorial 
groupings from the New York Times’ ‘Room for Debates’ section                                        
[https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate] 
 
 
Here’s what to do:  

●​ Go to this page of the New York Times - https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate 
●​ On the left hand side are the “Recent Discussions” and on the right hand side, 

slightly lower on the page, is a list of “Discussion Topics” You will need to select 
three different topics for this assignment. Each topic will have the debaters and 
their essay will appear. Please be aware that some of the topics will only have a 
few debaters while others will have more. You must read all of the essays under 
that topic.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
For example:  
 

 
 

https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate
https://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate


 
 

●​ When you get to the page, just click on each of the essay titles to read the other essays in 
the grouping. For example, in this case “When Do Consumer Boycotts Work?”. Then 
click on the individual debater and read their essay.  
 

●​ Please read all of the articles in the grouping and not just the excerpt. For each essay, you 
must write a rhetorical precis for that essay. Please keep all of the precis paragraphs for 
the topic on the same page. 



​  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



++ 
*You will submit all of your rhetorical analysis precis paragraphs the first day of class.  

 
3.​ Task # 3 

Flashcards : Rhetorical Terms  
You will be given several vocabulary quizzes throughout the first semester. The terms for 
the vocabulary quizzes will derive from the list of rhetorical devices. In preparation for 
these quizzes, please create flashcards for the terms. You will be required to turn in your 
flashcards the first day. No, you may not create a quizlet for these terms and please don’t 
email me to ask.    
 
Here is the link to the list of rhetorical devices: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GO0toAZdvjo-h2F68d1IqudtGd3-Km9qyVbRyP-9
NyI/edit?usp=sharing 
 

 
 

If you have any questions, you can reach me, Mr. T.Pham @  .   tpham@eriesd.org

mailto:tpham@eriesd.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GO0toAZdvjo-h2F68d1IqudtGd3-Km9qyVbRyP-9NyI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GO0toAZdvjo-h2F68d1IqudtGd3-Km9qyVbRyP-9NyI/edit?usp=sharing

