In-Context Vocabulary Instructions:


1) Divide a piece of paper in the ‘notes’ section of your English notebook into 3 columns, and label them as shown below.

2) Read the “In-context Vocabulary” word and the sentence/paragraph in which it appears.

	Words I Think I Already Know:
	Words I Think I’ve Learned:
	Words I Still Don’t Know:

	As you read the sentence/paragraph in which the word appears, if you think you already know what the “In-Context Vocabulary Word” means, write the word, what you think it means, and its part of speech in the left column.
	If you think you have figured out what the “In-Context Vocabulary Word” means by how it is used in the selection, write the word, what you think it means, and its part of speech in the middle column.
	If, after reading the whole paragraph, you still have no idea what the “In-Context Vocabulary Word” means, do the following:

· Write the word in the right column.

· Re-read the sentence in which the word appears.

· Imagine there is a blank space where that word appears.

· Figure out a word or phrase that could fill that blank space in the sentence and make sense, and write it under the word it replaces.


3) Find the definition for the “In-Context Vocabulary Word” either in a dictionary or online.

4) a. If you defined the “In-Context Vocabulary Word” correctly in one of the three columns—or came really close—mark it with a star. If your definition is in the 3rd column, add its part of speech.
b. If you did not define the “In-Context Vocabulary Word” correctly in one of the three columns, draw a line through the definition you’ve already written and write its correct definition on the next page in your notebook.

5) Reread the sentence/paragraph in which the “In-Context Vocabulary Word” appears and think about how it completes the sentence’s meaning.

6) Write an original sentence using the “In-Context Vocabulary Word” on the back of your 3 column paper.  If possible, write a sentence that uses a different form of the word.
7) Repeat instructions #2 through #6 for each “In-Context Vocabulary Word” you are given throughout our study of the reading selection.
Bonus: Draw a picture that illustrates the word’s meaning.

