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Using Transition Words

	Mini-lesson Teaching Point:  Adding transition words.


	Standard(s):


	Materials: 

· How-to Plant a Garden Shared Reading (copies for each student)
· Classroom How-to (from Lessons 4 and 5)
· Marker
· Student Classroom How-to pieces (from Lessons 4 and 5)
· How-to Texts Anchor Chart (from Lesson 1)


	Connection:

“Yesterday we checked our How-To for clarity, checked to make sure our readers can follow our directions. Today we will look at using transition words to make our directions easier for our readers to follow.”


	Teach (modeling):

Lead the class in a shared reading of How-To Plant a Garden. “The author of this how-to uses special words to begin the directions for each step. Words such as ‘first,’ ‘then,’ ‘next’ and ‘last’ are called transition words. Authors use transition words to help the reader go from one step to the next.”

ELD: Create or re-use a vocabulary bank of sequence/transition words. Use sketches to illustrate the meanings of the words. Show students how to select transition words for their ‘How To’ writing.


	Active Engagement (guided practice):

“Let’s add transition words to the directions in our Classroom How-To. A good transition word to use for Step #1 is ‘first.’ The word ‘first’ lets the reader know that this is where they begin learning how to do or make something new.” Model adding the word “first” to Step #1. Write the word in the space between the picture and the lines for Step #1. “For Steps #2 and #3 we can use the transition words ‘next’ and ‘then.’”

Model adding “next” and “then” to Steps #2 and #3. Write the words in the space between the picture and the lines for Steps #2 and 3. “For the last step in a how-to, authors usually use the transition words ‘finally’ or ‘last.’ Which word do you think we should add to our Classroom How-To?” Model adding a final transition word to Step #4. Write the word in the space between the picture and the lines for Step #4.

	Bridge to Independent Practice:

“Now you will be adding transition words to your own how-to. You can use the space between the picture boxes and the lines to add your transition words. When you finish adding transition words, you may return to independent writing.”


	Conferring:

Work with students who are struggling with adding transition words. Help them identify and write the word they need for each step.


	Closure:

Look back at the anchor chart begun in Lesson 1. If Transition Words is not included on your classroom’s chart, then add it to the chart. Talk about all of the important elements of how-to writing that the students have included in their own texts.


	Reflection:


	Resources and References:  (adopted from, acknowledgements)

Denver Public Schools: Unit 3-Nonfiction-How-To curriculum.dpsk12.or/
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