Informative Writing:  All-About (10a)
Using a Checklist

	Mini-lesson Teaching Point:  Using a checklist


	Standard(s):


	Materials: 

· Chart paper and markers
· Enlarged “All-About” Checklist/Rubric to display
· Copies of “All-About” Checklist for individual student use
· Teacher written All-About texts
· Colored pencils/markers


	Connection:

“Writers, we have been writing our own All-About pieces. When we think we are done, we can use a checklist to make sure our writing has everything it needs.”


	Teach (modeling):

Review the elements of an All-About piece. Post the checklist and go over each item marking “Yes” or “No” as appropriate for the current condition of the teacher written All-About piece.

Review checking conventions as needed for your group.

ELD: Use sketches next to the criteria on the checklist to illustrate what they mean.


	Active Engagement (guided practice):

Pass out individual checklists to each student.

“Now it’s your turn. Get out the pieces you have finished writing. Look at your checklist and make sure you have everything completed. Remember to check for punctuation, capital letters and spelling. Make any changes you need.”


	Bridge to Independent Practice:

“Writers, now that you have reread your pieces and completed the checklist, you will go off with your writing partner and have them read your All-About piece and complete the checklist in another color pencil/marker.”


	Conferring:

Assist students as needed.

NOTE: For the next few lessons you may want to revisit some previous topics, depending on where your students are as a whole. Lessons on punctuation, capitalization and spelling may be helpful. You can make intentional mistakes in your samples or use student samples to fix up.


	Closure:

Choose a few student samples to share with the class.


	Reflection:



	Resources and References:  (adopted from, acknowledgements)
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	All-About Checklist
	Yes
	No

	My All-About piece has all the parts:
	
	

	title and authors name
	
	

	at least 3 sentences
	
	

	a picture with caption
	
	

	


	
	

	I have ending punctuation.
	
	

	I used capital letters correctly.
	
	

	I checked my spelling.
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