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	Text Dependent Questions
	Evidence Based Answers

	1. In paragraph 1, what does Flachmann say Shakespeare emphasized in Romeo and Juliet?


	The centered and intense connection between individuals and families to which they belong.

	2. Define “households” as used in paragraph 2. 


	“extended families” blood relationis as well as extended family members and friends.

	3. Define “repudiate” as used in paragraph 3.


	Refuse to cooperate/ associate/ get along with/ acknowledge

	4. “Being smothered within the Capulet Clan is like awakening in a tomb.”  Identify the type of figurative language and explain the comparison.


	Simile:  Juliet is feeling smothered by her family as she might fight smothered if she woke up in a tomb or casket. 

	5. Romeo and Juliet is considered a tragic play. How does their love for one another and their family allegiances determine their fate?


	Determined by their strong love and commitment to one another while trying to free themselves from family constraints.

	6. The play focuses on family relations. Identify the opposing forces that Romeo struggles with throughout the play. (paragraph 5). 

	Romeo- trying to separate from his family by shutting himself in his room, renouncing his family name, ditches his friends, etc.  Contrary to that, Mercutio’s death, the nurse’s disloyalty, Friar’s knowledge of herbs continue to pull him back. 

	7. How do Juliet’s actions destroy the Capulet’s existence?


	Juliet’s actions destroy the Capulet’s existence because she was unable to be enticed by her father to marry Parris and her suicide/ death affects the “future” household. 

	8. In paragraph 7, identify at least two factors that Romeo and Juliet are confronted with in their attempts to transcend family for love and kinship/ self-identity. What is ironic about Romeo and Juliet trying to find self identity?


	Fued, plague, dysfunctional relations, sense of isolation.
Irony – when Romeo and Juliet find themselves they also lose their lives. 

	Constructed Response Question

Analyze how the author, Michael Flachmann, identifies character response to family as one of the main contributors to conflict in the famous tragic play, Romeo and Juliet, by William Shakespeare.  Use evidence from the text to support your analysis. 

	The author, M. Flachmann, indentifies a character’s response to family as one of the main contributors to conflict by providing multiple examples of the connections between Romeo and Juliet and their families. 
Examples:

1. In paragraph 4, Romeo and Juliet must “transcend their kindred” in order to “consummate their love.”  This means they must somehow break ties with their families who do not get along in order to be together. 



